
PROMOTE THE VOTE 2022 

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 
 

Amend Article II, Section 4 of the Constitution (additions capitalized, deletions stricken) 

Sec. 4. (1) Every citizen of the United States who is an elector qualified to vote in Michigan 

shall have the following rights: 

(a)  THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT TO VOTE, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO  

Tthe right, once registered, to vote a secret ballot in all elections.  NO PERSON 

SHALL: (1) ENACT OR USE ANY LAW, RULE, REGULATION, 

QUALIFICATION, PREREQUISITE, STANDARD, PRACTICE, OR 

PROCEDURE; (2) ENGAGE IN ANY HARASSING, THREATENING, OR 

INTIMIDATING CONDUCT; OR (3) USE ANY MEANS WHATSOEVER, ANY 

OF WHICH HAS THE INTENT OR EFFECT OF DENYING, ABRIDGING, 

INTERFERING WITH, OR UNREASONABLY BURDENING THE 

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT TO VOTE.   

 

ANY MICHIGAN CITIZEN OR CITIZENS SHALL HAVE STANDING TO 

BRING AN ACTION FOR DECLARATORY, INJUNCTIVE, AND/OR 

MONETARY RELIEF TO ENFORCE THE RIGHTS CREATED BY THIS PART 

(A) OF SUBSECTION (4)(1) ON BEHALF OF THEMSELVES. THOSE ACTIONS 

SHALL BE BROUGHT IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE COUNTY IN 

WHICH A PLAINTIFF RESIDES. IF A PLAINTIFF PREVAILS IN WHOLE OR 

IN PART, THE COURT SHALL AWARD REASONABLE ATTORNEYS’ FEES, 

COSTS, AND DISBURSEMENTS. 

 

FOR PURPOSES OF THIS PART (A) OF SUBSECTION (4)(1), “PERSON” 

MEANS AN INDIVIDUAL, ASSOCIATION, CORPORATION, JOINT STOCK 

COMPANY, LABOR ORGANIZATION, LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE, MUTUAL 

COMPANY, PARTNERSHIP, UNINCORPORATED ORGANIZATION, THE 

STATE OR A POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OF THE STATE OR AN AGENCY OF 

THE STATE, OR ANY OTHER LEGAL ENTITY, AND INCLUDES AN AGENT 

OF A PERSON. 

 

(b)  The right, if serving in the military or living overseas, to have an absent voter ballot 

sent to them at least forty-five (45) days before an election upon application AND TO 

HAVE THEIR ABSENT VOTER BALLOT DEEMED TIMELY RECEIVED IF 

POSTMARKED ON OR BEFORE ELECTION DAY AND RECEIVED BY THE 

APPROPRIATE ELECTION OFFICIAL WITHIN SIX (6) DAYS AFTER SUCH 

ELECTION. FOR PURPOSES OF THIS PART (B) OF SUBSECTION (4)(1), A 

POSTMARK SHALL INCLUDE ANY TYPE OF MARK APPLIED BY THE 

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE OR ANY DELIVERY SERVICE TO THE 

RETURN ENVELOPE, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO A BAR CODE OR 

ANY TRACKING MARKS, WHICH INDICATES WHEN A BALLOT WAS 

MAILED. 

 



(c)  The right, once registered, to a "straight party" vote option on partisan general 

election ballots. In partisan elections, the ballot shall include a position at the top of 

the ballot by which the voter may, by a single selection, record a straight party ticket 

vote for all the candidates of one (1) party. The voter may vote a split or mixed ticket. 

 

(d)  The right to be automatically registered to vote as a result of conducting business with 

the secretary of state regarding a driver's license or personal identification card, 

unless the person declines such registration. 

 

(e)  The right to register to vote for an election by mailing a completed voter registration 

application on or before the fifteenth (15th) day before that election to an election 

official authorized to receive voter registration applications. 

 

(f)  The right to register to vote for an election by (1) appearing in person and submitting 

a completed voter registration application on or before the fifteenth (15th) day before 

that election to an election official authorized to receive voter registration 

applications, or (2) beginning on the fourteenth (14th) day before that election and 

continuing through the day of that election, appearing in person, submitting a 

completed voter registration application and providing proof of residency to an 

election official responsible for maintaining custody of the registration file where the 

person resides, or their deputies. Persons registered in accordance with subsection 

(1)(f) shall be immediately eligible to receive a regular or absent voter ballot. 

 

(G) THE RIGHT, ONCE REGISTERED, TO PROVE THEIR IDENTITY WHEN 

VOTING IN PERSON OR APPLYING FOR AN ABSENT VOTER BALLOT IN 

PERSON BY (1) PRESENTING THEIR PHOTO IDENTIFICATION, INCLUDING 

PHOTO IDENTIFICATION ISSUED BY A FEDERAL, STATE, LOCAL, OR 

TRIBAL GOVERNMENT OR AN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION, OR (2) IF 

THEY DO NOT HAVE PHOTO IDENTIFICATION OR DO NOT HAVE IT WITH 

THEM, EXECUTING AN AFFIDAVIT, WHICH NEED NOT BE NOTARIZED, 

VERIFYING THEIR IDENTITY. A VOTER SHALL NOT BE REQUIRED TO 

VOTE A PROVISIONAL BALLOT SOLELY BECAUSE THEY EXECUTED AN 

AFFIDAVIT TO PROVE THEIR IDENTITY.   

 

(H)(g) The right, once registered, to vote an absent voter ballot without giving a reason, 

during the forty (40) days before an election, and the right to choose whether the 

absent voter ballot is applied for, received and submitted in person or by mail.  

During that time, election officials authorized to issue absent voter ballots shall be 

available in at least one (1) location to issue and receive absent voter ballots during 

the election officials’ regularly scheduled business hours and for at least eight (8) 

hours during the Saturday and/or Sunday immediately prior to the election. Those 

election officials shall have the authority to make absent voter ballots available for 

voting in person at additional times and places beyond what is required herein. 

VOTERS SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT TO PROVE THEIR IDENTITY WHEN 

APPLYING FOR OR VOTING AN ABSENT VOTER BALLOT OTHER THAN IN 

PERSON BY PROVIDING THEIR SIGNATURE TO THE ELECTION OFFICIAL 



AUTHORIZED TO ISSUE ABSENT VOTER BALLOTS. THOSE ELECTION 

OFFICIALS SHALL: (1) VERIFY THE IDENTITY OF A VOTER WHO APPLIES 

FOR AN ABSENT VOTER BALLOT OTHER THAN IN PERSON BY 

COMPARING THE VOTER’S SIGNATURE ON THE ABSENT VOTER BALLOT 

APPLICATION TO THE VOTER’S SIGNATURE IN THEIR REGISTRATION 

RECORD; AND (2) VERIFY THE IDENTITY OF A VOTER WHO VOTES AN 

ABSENT VOTER BALLOT OTHER THAN IN PERSON BY COMPARING THE 

SIGNATURE ON THE ABSENT VOTER BALLOT ENVELOPE TO THE 

SIGNATURE ON THE VOTER’S ABSENT VOTER BALLOT APPLICATION OR 

THE SIGNATURE IN THE VOTER’S REGISTRATION RECORD. IF THOSE 

ELECTION OFFICIALS DETERMINE FROM EITHER OF THE  COMPARISONS 

IN (1) OR (2) OF THIS PART (H) OF SUBSECTION (4)(1) THAT THE 

SIGNATURES DO NOT SUFFICIENTLY AGREE, OR IF THE VOTER’S 

SIGNATURE ON THE ABSENT VOTER BALLOT APPLICATION OR ABSENT 

VOTER BALLOT ENVELOPE IS MISSING, THE VOTER HAS A RIGHT TO BE 

NOTIFIED IMMEDIATELY AND AFFORDED DUE PROCESS, INCLUDING AN 

EQUITABLE OPPORTUNITY TO CORRECT THE ISSUE WITH THE 

SIGNATURE. 

 

(I)  THE RIGHT TO: (1) STATE-FUNDED PREPAID POSTAGE TO RETURN AN  

ABSENT VOTER BALLOT APPLICATION PROVIDED TO THEM BY A 

MICHIGAN ELECTION OFFICIAL; (2) STATE-FUNDED PREPAID POSTAGE 

TO RETURN A VOTED ABSENT VOTER BALLOT; AND (3) A STATE-

FUNDED SYSTEM TO TRACK SUBMITTED ABSENT VOTER BALLOT 

APPLICATIONS AND ABSENT VOTER BALLOTS. THE SYSTEM SHALL 

PERMIT VOTERS TO ELECT TO RECEIVE ELECTRONIC NOTIFICATIONS 

REGARDING THE STATUS OF THE VOTER’S SUBMITTED ABSENT VOTER 

BALLOT APPLICATION AND ABSENT VOTER BALLOT, INFORM VOTERS 

OF ANY DEFICIENCY WITH THE VOTER’S SUBMITTED ABSENT VOTER 

BALLOT APPLICATION OR ABSENT VOTER BALLOT, AND PROVIDE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR ADDRESSING ANY SUCH DEFICIENCY.   

 

(J)  THE RIGHT TO AT LEAST ONE (1) STATE-FUNDED SECURE DROP-BOX 

FOR EVERY MUNICIPALITY, AND FOR MUNICIPALITIES WITH MORE 

THAN FIFTEEN THOUSAND (15,000) REGISTERED VOTERS AT LEAST ONE 

(1) DROP-BOX FOR EVERY FIFTEEN THOUSAND (15,000) REGISTERED 

VOTERS, FOR THE RETURN OF COMPLETED ABSENT VOTER BALLOT 

APPLICATIONS AND VOTED ABSENT VOTER BALLOTS. SECURE DROP-

BOXES SHALL BE DISTRIBUTED EQUITABLY THROUGHOUT THE 

MUNICIPALITY AND SHALL BE ACCESSIBLE TWENTY-FOUR (24) HOURS 

PER DAY DURING THE FORTY (40) DAYS PRIOR TO ANY ELECTION AND 

UNTIL EIGHT (8) PM ON ELECTION DAY.   

 

(K) THE RIGHT, ONCE REGISTERED, TO HAVE AN ABSENT VOTER BALLOT 

SENT TO THE VOTER BEFORE EACH ELECTION BY SUBMITTING A 

SINGLE SIGNED ABSENT VOTER BALLOT APPLICATION COVERING ALL 



FUTURE ELECTIONS. AN ELECTION OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE FOR 

ISSUING ABSENT VOTER BALLOTS SHALL ISSUE AN ABSENT VOTER 

BALLOT FOR EACH ELECTION TO EVERY VOTER IN THE JURISDICTION 

WHO HAS EXERCISED THE RIGHT IN THIS PART (K) OF SUBSECTION 

(4)(1) AND SHALL NOT REQUIRE SUCH VOTER TO SUBMIT A SEPARATE 

APPLICATION FOR AN ABSENT VOTER BALLOT FOR ANY ELECTION. A 

VOTER’S  EXERCISE OF THIS RIGHT SHALL BE RESCINDED ONLY IF: (1) 

THE VOTER SUBMITS A SIGNED REQUEST TO RESCIND; (2) THE VOTER IS 

NO LONGER QUALIFIED TO VOTE; (3) THE SECRETARY OF STATE OR 

THE  ELECTION OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE FOR ISSUING THE VOTER AN 

ABSENT VOTER BALLOT RECEIVES RELIABLE INFORMATION THAT THE 

VOTER HAS MOVED TO ANOTHER STATE, OR HAS MOVED WITHIN THIS 

STATE WITHOUT UPDATING THEIR VOTER REGISTRATION ADDRESS; OR 

(4) THE VOTER DOES NOT VOTE FOR SIX (6) CONSECUTIVE YEARS. THE 

EXERCISE OF THE RIGHT IN THIS PART (K) OF SUBSECTION (4)(1) SHALL 

REMAIN IN EFFECT WITHOUT THE NEED FOR A NEW ABSENT VOTER 

BALLOT APPLICATION WHEN THE VOTER CHANGES THEIR RESIDENCE 

IN THIS STATE AND UPDATES THEIR VOTER REGISTRATION ADDRESS.  

 

(L)(h)  The right to have the results of statewide elections audited, in such a manner as 

prescribed by law, to ensure the accuracy and integrity of elections. THE 

SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL CONDUCT ELECTION AUDITS, AND SHALL 

SUPERVISE AND DIRECT COUNTY ELECTION OFFICIALS IN THE 

CONDUCT OF SUCH AUDITS. NO OFFICER OR MEMBER OF THE 

GOVERNING BODY OF A NATIONAL, STATE, OR LOCAL POLITICAL 

PARTY, AND NO POLITICAL PARTY PRECINCT DELEGATE, SHALL HAVE 

ANY ROLE IN THE DIRECTION, SUPERVISION, OR CONDUCT OF AN 

ELECTION AUDIT. PUBLIC ELECTION OFFICIALS SHALL MAINTAIN THE 

SECURITY AND CUSTODY OF ALL BALLOTS AND ELECTION MATERIALS 

DURING AN ELECTION AUDIT. ELECTION AUDITS SHALL BE 

CONDUCTED IN PUBLIC BASED ON METHODS FINALIZED AND MADE 

PUBLIC PRIOR TO THE ELECTION TO BE AUDITED. ALL FUNDING OF 

ELECTION AUDITS SHALL BE PUBLICLY DISCLOSED.  

 

(M)  THE RIGHT, ONCE REGISTERED, TO VOTE IN EACH STATEWIDE AND 

FEDERAL ELECTION IN PERSON AT AN EARLY VOTING SITE PRIOR TO 

ELECTION DAY. VOTERS AT EARLY VOTING SITES SHALL HAVE THE 

SAME RIGHTS AND BE SUBJECT TO THE SAME REQUIREMENTS AS 

VOTERS AT POLLING PLACES ON ELECTION DAY. AN EARLY VOTING 

SITE IS A POLLING PLACE AND SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE SAME 

REQUIREMENTS AS AN ELECTION DAY POLLING PLACE, EXCEPT THAT 

AN EARLY VOTING SITE MAY SERVE VOTERS FROM MORE THAN SIX (6) 

PRECINCTS AND MAY SERVE VOTERS FROM MORE THAN ONE (1) 

MUNICIPALITY WITHIN A COUNTY. AN EARLY VOTING SITE SHALL 

ALSO BE SUBJECT TO THE SAME REQUIREMENTS AS AN ELECTION DAY 

PRECINCT, EXCEPT THAT ANY STATUTORY LIMIT ON THE NUMBER OF 



VOTERS ASSIGNED TO A PRECINCT SHALL NOT APPLY TO AN EARLY 

VOTING SITE. EACH EARLY VOTING SITE SHALL BE OPEN FOR AT LEAST 

NINE (9) CONSECUTIVE DAYS BEGINNING ON THE SECOND SATURDAY 

BEFORE THE ELECTION AND ENDING ON THE SUNDAY BEFORE THE 

ELECTION, FOR AT LEAST EIGHT (8) HOURS EACH DAY, AND MAY BE 

OPEN FOR ADDITIONAL DAYS AND HOURS BEYOND WHAT IS REQUIRED 

HEREIN AT THE DISCRETION OF THE ELECTION OFFICIAL AUTHORIZED 

TO ISSUE BALLOTS IN THE JURISDICTION CONDUCTING THE ELECTION. 

JURISDICTIONS CONDUCTING ELECTIONS WITHIN A COUNTY MAY 

ENTER INTO AGREEMENTS TO SHARE EARLY VOTING SITES. A 

JURISDICTION CONDUCTING AN ELECTION MAY ENTER INTO AN 

AGREEMENT WITH THE CLERK OF THE COUNTY IN WHICH IT IS 

LOCATED AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY CLERK TO CONDUCT EARLY 

VOTING FOR THE JURISDICTION.  JURISDICTIONS CONDUCTING NON-

STATEWIDE ELECTIONS MAY OFFER EARLY VOTING FOR SUCH 

ELECTIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS PART (M) 

OF SUBSECTION (4)(1). NO EARLY VOTING RESULTS SHALL BE 

GENERATED OR REPORTED UNTIL AFTER EIGHT (8) PM ON ELECTION 

DAY.  

 

All rights set forth in this subsection shall be self-executing. This subsection shall be liberally 

construed in favor of voters' rights in order to effectuate its purposes. Nothing contained in 

this subsection shall prevent the legislature from expanding voters' rights beyond what is 

provided herein. This subsection and any portion hereof shall be severable. If any portion of 

this subsection is held invalid or unenforceable as to any person or circumstance, that 

invalidity or unenforceability shall not affect the validity, enforceability, or application of 

any other portion of this subsection. 

 

(2) Except as otherwise provided in this constitution or in the constitution or laws of the 

United States the legislature shall enact laws to regulate the time, place and manner of all 

nominations and elections, to preserve the purity of elections, to preserve the secrecy of the 

ballot, to guard against abuses of the elective franchise, and to provide for a system of voter 

registration and absentee voting. No law shall be enacted which permits a candidate in any 

partisan primary or partisan election to have a ballot designation except when required for 

identification of candidates for the same office who have the same or similar surnames. 

 

(3) A COUNTY, CITY, OR TOWNSHIP CONDUCTING AN ELECTION MAY ACCEPT 

AND USE PUBLICLY-DISCLOSED CHARITABLE DONATIONS AND IN-KIND 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO CONDUCT AND ADMINISTER ELECTIONS. THE COUNTY, 

CITY, OR TOWNSHIP SHALL RETAIN DISCRETION OVER WHETHER TO ACCEPT 

OR USE ANY SUCH DONATIONS OR CONTRIBUTIONS. CHARITABLE  

DONATIONS AND IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS OF FOREIGN FUNDS OR FROM 

FOREIGN SOURCES ARE PROHIBITED. 

  

 

 



 

 

AMEND Article II, Section 7 of the Constitution (additions capitalized, deletions stricken) 

 

Sec. 7. (1) THE OUTCOME OF EVERY ELECTION IN THIS STATE SHALL BE 

DETERMINED SOLELY BY THE VOTE OF ELECTORS CASTING BALLOTS IN THE 

ELECTION. 

 

(2)  A board of state canvassers of four members shall be established by law. No candidate 

for an office to be canvassed nor any inspector of elections shall be eligible to serve as a 

member of a board of canvassers. A majority of any board of canvassers shall not be 

composed of members of the same political party. THE LEGISLATURE MAY ESTABLISH 

BOARDS OF COUNTY CANVASSERS. 

 

(3) IT SHALL BE THE MINISTERIAL, CLERICAL, NONDISCRETIONARY DUTY OF 

A BOARD OF CANVASSERS, AND OF EACH INDIVIDUAL MEMBER THEREOF, TO 

CERTIFY ELECTION RESULTS BASED SOLELY ON: (1) CERTIFIED STATEMENTS 

OF VOTES FROM COUNTIES; OR (2) IN THE CASE OF BOARDS OF COUNTY 

CANVASSERS, STATEMENTS OF RETURNS FROM THE PRECINCTS AND ABSENT 

VOTER COUNTING BOARDS IN THE COUNTY AND ANY CORRECTED RETURNS. 

THE BOARD OF STATE CANVASSERS IS THE ONLY BODY OR ENTITY IN THIS 

STATE AUTHORIZED TO CERTIFY THE RESULTS OF AN ELECTION FOR 

STATEWIDE OR FEDERAL OFFICE AND TO DETERMINE WHICH PERSON IS 

ELECTED IN SUCH ELECTION. 

  

(4) IF THE CERTIFIED RESULTS FOR ANY OFFICE CERTIFIED BY THE BOARD OF 

STATE CANVASSERS SHOW A TIE AMONG TWO (2) OR MORE PERSONS, THE TIE 

SHALL BE RESOLVED AND THE WINNER CERTIFIED BY THE DRAWING OF 

LOTS UNDER RULES PROMULGATED BY THE BOARD OF STATE CANVASSERS. 

IF THE CERTIFIED RESULTS FOR AN OFFICE CERTIFIED BY A BOARD OF 

COUNTY CANVASSERS SHOW A TIE AMONG TWO (2) OR MORE PERSONS, THE 

TIE SHALL BE RESOLVED AND THE  WINNER CERTIFIED BY SUCH BOARD OF 

CANVASSERS UNDER PROCEDURES PRESCRIBED BY LAW.   

 

(5)  THE CERTIFICATION OF ANY ELECTION RESULTS BY THE BOARD OF STATE 

CANVASSERS SHALL BE FINAL SUBJECT ONLY TO (A) A POST-CERTIFICATION 

RECOUNT OF THE VOTES CAST IN THAT ELECTION SUPERVISED BY THE 

BOARD OF STATE CANVASSERS UNDER PROCEDURES PRESCRIBED BY LAW; 

OR (B) A POST-CERTIFICATION COURT ORDER  

 

(6) A BOARD OF CANVASSERS IS AUTHORIZED TO CONDUCT POST-

CERTIFICATION RECOUNTS OF ELECTION RESULTS UNDER PROCEDURES 

PRESCRIBED BY LAW. 

 

(7) FOR PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION “TO CERTIFY” MEANS TO MAKE A 

SIGNED, WRITTEN STATEMENT. 


